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The ESOP conference series has started in 1986 with the first event being 
the Universit5t des Saarlandes, Saarb++n. FS urogearl Symposium on 
Programming, is a successor to both the Colloque International sur la Programmation 
and the GI Workshops on Programmiersprachen und Programmentwicklung (pro- 
gramming languages and program development). In 1988, the conference was held 
at Nancy, the first time in conjunction with CAAP, the Colloquium on Trees in 
Algebra and Programming. T!x i&d was tti provide an even wider stage for the mutual 
exchange of concepts from theory and practice of programming. The role of ES 
in this marriage is to disseminate new concepts and techniques in the areas design, 
specification and implementation of programming languages and systems. Emphasis 
is on work in which an implemented system embodies an important concept or 
formal model of programming in such a way that its usefulne= is demonstrated. 
The two programme committees received a total of about 125 papers of which 
23 were selected for ESOP ‘88 and published in the Lecture Notes in Computer 
Science Series 75 Volume 300. For this special issue of Tlzeoretical Computer Science 
I have selected the five papers which received the best overall ratings by the ESOP 
programme committee. At the same iime, this selection represents a good overview 
of the spectrum of the ESOP objectives. The full versions of these papers have been 
refereed and revised act-r-ding to the usual TCS-practice and standards. 
Let me take this opportunity to again express my gratitude to the organizers of 
ESOP ‘88 at Nancy, in pariicular to Jean-Luc Remy, for making ESOP “88 a 
successful event. 
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